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How to measure your room:
1. Draw a rough sketch of your room on a separate sheet of paper as illustrated here. Once all the
2.

3.
4.

measurements are accurate, transfer the information to the grid paper provided.
Record measurements as follows:
* A good design fully utilizes the space available and measurement errors can create a situation
where cabinets need to be replaced or fillers used to compensate
* Measure in inches only, not feet and inches. Ex: 138 ¼ in., not 11 ft. 6 ¼ in.
* Measure to the nearest 1/8 in. and always round down. Ex: 138 1/8 in., not 138 3/16 in.
Measure openings (doors and windows) from outside trim edge to outside trim edge.
Indicate which way the doors swing on your final drawing.

Measure each wall:
1. Measure the full length of the wall, beginning in left corner. Check length at two elevations, the
2.
3.
4.
5.

ceilings and at the floor. Use the smallest dimension.
Measure the wall in segments. Start in the left corner and measure to the outside edge of the first
opening, such as a door or window.
Measure across the opening from outside trim edge to outside trim edge.
Measure outside trim edge to the next opening, or to the far wall.
Check your overall dimensions: The measurements in steps 2, 3, and 4 should add up to equal the
measurement you took in step 1. Example: 62 ½ + 36 + 39 ¾ = 138 ¼ in.

Locate fixtures and utilities and transfer measurements to grid:
Mark the center line location of sink, water lines, drains, gas lines, air conditioning vents, electrical outlets,
and switches. Then transfer all of your measurements to the grid paper in this guide.
*Important: Be sure to consider work place access measurements including dimensions for doors,
door swings, door swing orientation and hallway openings. Some cabinets may not fit through an existing
opening. Double-check all your measurements-it can save you both time and money.

TAKING MEASUREMENTS
Measure windows:
If your room does not have windows, simply write “Does Not Apply”. Fill in the chart below for
every window in your room. Please do not leave measurements blank.

Measure appliances and fixtures:
Appliance dimensions are critical to the overall fit of all kitchen components. Whether you are
buying new appliances or using existing ones, provide the dimensions for each appliance in your
kitchen. Door hinges and handles can obstruct surrounding cabinets and must be factored into the
design. Whenever possible, provide cut sheets for appliances. Cut sheets are installation guides
that list the dimensions of the appliances. Please do not leave any step blank.

DRAW YOUR EXISTING ROOM
Draw your room on the grid below. Be sure to note the locations of doors, windows, electrical
outlets, plumbing fixtures, ventilation, and major appliances.

* Each large square equals one foot and each small square equals three inches.

